
Introduced by Council Member Crescimbeni & Co-sponsored by Council Members Schellenberg, Gulliford, Boyer, Lumb, Love, Carter, Anderson, Yarborough, Holt, Redman & Bishop: 

RESOLUTION 2014-718
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE strongly OPPOSING THE MAYOR AND THE OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL pursuing further appeals in the LITIGATION STYLED Frank Denton, v. City of Jacksonville, et al, Case No. 16-2013-CA-5799, 4th Judicial Circuit, Duval County, Florida; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE UPON INTRODUCTION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Whereas, a lawsuit was filed in Duval County Circuit Court by Frank Denton against the  City of Jacksonville, Frank Denton, v. City of Jacksonville, et al, Case No. 16-2013-CA-5799, 4th Judicial Circuit, Duval County, Florida, regarding the negotiation of settlement of the case Randall Wyse, et al, v. City of Jacksonville & Jacksonville Police and Fire Pension Board of Trustees, Case No. 3:13-cv-121-J-34-MCR (M.D. Fla.); and 

Whereas, on December 31, 2013, the Circuit Court found in favor of the plaintiff, Frank Denton, against the City of Jacksonville; and 

Whereas, the City of Jacksonville appealed the Duval Circuit Court opinion to the First District Court of Appeal; and 

Whereas, on October 21, 2014, the First District Court of Appeal upheld the Circuit Court opinion finding against the City of Jacksonville; and 

Whereas, both in the trial court and in the appellate court, Frank Denton has requested attorney fees, a request that has been granted in both courts; and 
WHEREAS, to date, Frank Denton has submitted proposed attorney fees in excess of $180,000, although the amount has not been determined by the court; and
WHEREAS, further expenditure of resources and potentially being held liable for opposing party’s attorney fees is not in the best interest of the tax payers of the City of Jacksonville; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

The Council of the City of Jacksonville hereby strongly opposes the Mayor and the Office of General Counsel pursuing further appeals in the litigation filed as Frank Denton, v. City of Jacksonville, et al, Case No. 16-2013-CA-5799, 4th Judicial Circuit, Duval County, Florida.
Section  2.
Requesting emergency passage upon introduction pursuant to Council Rule 4.901 Emergency. Emergency passage upon introduction of this legislation is requested. The nature of the emergency is that the deadline to file a notice of appeal is November 20, 2014; therefore, immediate notice to the Mayor of the Council’s strong opposition to further appeals is critical. 
Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:
  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Margaret M. Sidman
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